The U.S. Department of Energy released a final Request for Proposals inviting companies to submit their best competitive proposals to establish the Idaho National Laboratory as the Nation’s premier laboratory for nuclear energy research, development, demonstration, and education within a decade.  The Idaho National Laboratory will combine the research and development components of the Idaho National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory and Argonne National Laboratory West.  The new lab will begin operation on February 1, 2005.

The INL will be a multi-program national laboratory that will conduct science and technology across a wide range of disciplines.  Its core missions will be the development of advanced, next-generation nuclear energy technologies, promoting nuclear technology education, and applying its technical skills to enhance the Nation’s security.  The lab will continue to build on its role as the Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management’s center for assuring readiness of DOE spent fuel shipments to the nation’s repository.  It will also support a host of ongoing research and development activities for the DOE and a diverse collection of programs for the Department of Defense, the Department of Homeland Security, and the National Aeronautics and Space Administration.

The final INL RFP, No. DE-RP07-031D14517, may be found at the solicitation web site, www.INL-RFP.gov.   Proposals in response to the RFP are due to DOE on July 26, 2004 no later than 3:00 p.m. local time.  If you have questions please contact Cheryl A, Thompson, Contracting Officer at thompsca@id.doe.gov.


The final RFP indicates that the INL will play a lead role in the Next Generation Nuclear Plant (NGNP).  Concurrent with the release of the final RFP, DOE has also released a request for expressions of interest that provides details on the Department’s proposed strategy for developing the NGNP.

