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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY (DOE)

 Office of Environment, Safety and Health

Nationwide Former Worker Medical Evaluation Program 

Financial Assistance Announcement of Funding Opportunity

Funding Opportunity Number:   DE-PS02-04EH04022
Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) Number(s): 81.108  

CFDA Title: Epidemiology and Other Health Studies Financial Assistance Programs
Due Date Application:  June 30, 2004 at 8:00 p.m. EST  

I.  Funding Opportunity Description. 

SUMMARY: The Department of Energy (DOE) Office of Environment, Safety and Health (EH) announces the availability of funds to provide medical evaluations in order to identify occupationally related health impacts in former DOE workers. This Request for Applications is a follow-on announcement to a more general, annual notice of potential availability of grants and cooperative agreements for epidemiology and other health studies published in the Federal Register (60 FR 50561) on September 29, 1995.  

BACKGROUND: The Department of Energy is seeking applications for a cooperative agreement to fund a medical evaluation program that will serve all former DOE workers nationwide and will incorporate activities currently performed under the Former Worker Medical Screening Program and the Former Beryllium Worker Medical Surveillance Program. It is anticipated that a single award will be made to fund all of these activities.

STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION:

Section 3162 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1993 (Public Law 102-484) directs the Secretary of Energy, in consultation with the Secretary of Health and Human Services, to develop a program of medical evaluation in order to identify occupationally related health impacts in former DOE workers:

“SEC. 3162. PROGRAM TO MONITOR DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY WORKERS EXPOSED TO HAZARDOUS AND RADIOACTIVE SUBSTANCES. 

(a) IN GENERAL- The Secretary shall establish and carry out a program for the identification and on-going medical evaluation of current and former Department of Energy employees who are subject to significant health risks as a result of the exposure of such employees to hazardous or radioactive substances during such employment.”

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION:

The Former Worker Medical Screening Program was initiated in 1996 to provide targeted medical screening to former workers subject to health risks as a result of their employment at DOE’s defense nuclear facilities.  Since its inception, medical evaluation based on worker exposure has been offered to former workers through 15 projects at 12 DOE sites. 

Further information on this program is available at:

http://www.eh.doe.gov/health/hservices/fw_msurv.html
To date, more than 215,000 former workers have been invited to participate, approximately 35,000 have indicated interest in participating, and approximately 25,000 individuals have been screened from the following sites:

- Hanford Site (2 projects - production and construction workers);

- Nevada Test Site (1 project - tunnel workers and others);

-Rocky Flats (1 project – all workers);

-Portsmouth and Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plants (2 projects - production and           construction workers);

- Oak Ridge (2 projects - production and construction workers);

- Savannah River (2 projects - production and construction workers);

- INEEL (1 project - production workers);

- Los Alamos (1 project – all workers);

- Alaska’s Amchitka Island (1 project – all workers);

- Iowa Army Ammunition Plant (1 project – all workers); and 

- Pantex (1 project – all workers)

Information collected is being used both to improve safety and health practices for current and future DOE workers and to assist DOE in its administration of subtitle D of the Energy Employees Occupational Illness Compensation Program Act. 

Another component of the program funded through this cooperative agreement will be the activities previously conducted by DOE’s Former Beryllium Worker Medical Surveillance Program, which offers medical testing for beryllium sensitivity and Chronic Beryllium Disease (CBD) to former employees who were potentially exposed to beryllium as a result of their work at various DOE sites not initially covered by the Former Worker Medical Screening Program. 

To date, more than 75,000 former beryllium workers have been invited to participate, approximately 25,000 have indicated interest in participating, and approximately 21,000 program participants have been screened from the following sites:

- Kansas City Plant

- Pantex  

- Iowa Army Ammunition Plant 

- Sandia National Laboratory


      - Ames Laboratory 


      - Argonne National Laboratory


      - Argonne National Laboratory – West


      - Brookhaven National Laboratory

- Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory


      - Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory


      - Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory

- Stanford Linear Accelerator


      - Oak Ridge National Laboratory

- Y-12

- Mound

- Rocky Flats Environmental Technology Site

- Knolls Atomic Power Laboratory

Further information on this program is available at:

http://www.eh.doe.gov/health/hservices/fb_msurv.html
As mentioned previously, the new nationwide medical evaluation program will serve all former DOE workers nationwide and will incorporate activities currently performed under the Former Worker Medical Screening Program and the Former Beryllium Worker Medical Surveillance Program.
DOE intends to award one cooperative agreement with specific goals, which include: 

a. Development of efficient methods for contacting and informing former DOE workers about the provisions of this program;

b. Establishment of an effective communication system (e.g., a toll-free number, web page, etc.) that former workers may use to contact the program to ask questions and/or arrange for medical evaluation related to their DOE work and that will serve as a resource and referral service to specialty physicians when appropriate; 

c. Provision of a one-time medical evaluation following the medical protocol (Attachment 1) and based on a participant’s personal work history (in some cases a literature review of the exposures potentially associated with specific sites may be useful). In order to maximize the usefulness of these examinations in detecting conditions with latency periods, the program should focus on potential participants who separated from DOE before 1998; symptomatic individuals should enroll as soon as possible.
d. Communication of information to former workers regarding the nature of their health risks and recommendations for follow-up, based on test results;  

e. Provision of a follow-up beryllium sensitization blood test for a symptomatic individual upon request or to an otherwise concerned individual at no greater frequency than once every three years; 
f. Use of local physicians (especially the participants’ personal physicians when available) to provide these medical evaluations will be encouraged; orientation and education of local physicians regarding the use of the program’s medical protocol (e.g., when and how to use a BeLPT test kit) will be provided as necessary;
g. Use of physicians and other health care professionals who are appropriately licensed in the state(s) in which they practice and maintain adequate professional liability insurance.

h. Provision of logistical assistance and reimbursement of travel costs to the small number of participants who may have to travel more than 150 miles each way to receive their evaluation. [Specific details will be decided in conjunction with the DOE Program Manager.]
i. Distribution of a DOE-provided flyer with information on various workers compensation alternatives;

j. Establishment of quality assurance measures to ensure that program services are delivered according to protocol and verification that all laboratories and radiology facilities used are appropriately certified; 

k. Submission of detailed monthly financial and quarterly progress reports to DOE (reporting format and content to be specified) and participation in periodic meetings (approximately one per year) and monthly conference calls with DOE regarding project status;

l. Compliance with HIPAA and all relevant portions of the Privacy Act;

m. Compliance with DOE data disposition requirements upon project completion; and
n. Evaluation of former workers’ satisfaction with the project medical services using an acceptable patient satisfaction survey such as those developed for the Johns Hopkins Health Center or the Mayo Clinic, which is to be forwarded back to the DOE Program Manager.  

I.  Award Information   

1. Type of Award Instrument

DOE anticipates awarding one cooperative agreement under this Program Announcement.  A special award condition describing the Government’s substantial involvement in the cooperative agreement is located in Section VI.2 B.
      
2.  Estimated Funding
The Administration has requested approximately $6 million in FY 2005 for this program. The actual level of funding, if any, depends on the appropriations for this program. However, we are inviting applications to allow enough time to complete the award process, in the event that Congress appropriates funds for this program.   

3. Maximum and Minimum Award Size.   

Subject to FY 2005 Congressional Appropriations, the annual ceiling (i.e., the maximum amount for a single award made under this announcement) is expected to be $6 million/year or $30 million total, and the floor (i.e., the minimum amount for a single award made under this announcement) is expected to be $4 million/year or $20 million total. The actual level of funding will be based on the application selected and the appropriations received.
4.   Expected Number of Awards.   
DOE anticipates making approximately one award under this announcement.  

5.   Period of Performance.   
DOE anticipates making one award that will run for up to 5 years.   
II.  Eligibility Information

1.   Eligible Applicants.  
All types of applicants, including other Federal agencies, are eligible to apply, except for Federally Funded Research and Development Centers (FFRDCs) and nonprofit organizations described in section 501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 that engage in lobbying activities (See Section VIII.5).  However, an application that includes performance of a portion of the work by a FFRDC will be evaluated and may be considered for award. (See Section VIII). A list of the FFRDCs is available at www.nsf.gov.  

2.  Cost Sharing or Matching
Cost sharing/matching is not required.  
III.  Application and Submission Information.   

1. Address to Request Application Package
This announcement includes all the information needed to complete an application.  

2. Content and Form of Application Submission.   
A.  DUNS Number.   

All applicants, except individuals who would personally receive an award under this announcement apart from any business or non-profit organization they may operate, must include a Dun and Bradstreet (D&B) Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number in their application.  For the purpose of this requirement, the applicant is the entity that meets the eligibility criteria and has the legal authority to apply for an award.  For example, a consortium formed to apply for an award must obtain a DUNS number for that consortium.  For assistance in obtaining a DUNS number at no cost to you, call the DUNS Number request line at 1 866-705-5711.  Be prepared to provide the following information: 1) Organization name; 2) Address; 3) Local telephone number; 4) Name of the CEO/business owner; 5) Legal structure of the business (corporation, partnership, etc); 6) Year the organization started; 7) Primary line of business; 8) Total number of employees (full and part time).  If you do not already have a DUNS number, you should obtain one as soon as you decide to submit an application.  


B.  Pre-application.  
Pre-applications are not required.   However, letters of intent to submit an application may be sent to the Contract Specialist:

Ron Barnes (EH-71)



U.S. Department of Energy,



1000 Independence Avenue, S.W.



Washington, D.C. 20585-0270

C.  Application.  
Applicants must include the following files in their E-Application (See Section IV.6. “Other Submission Requirements” for instructions on how to submit your E-Application):  

i. Application File.  
Applicants must complete an SF 424 application form.  Save this form as a Word 10 or Word 2003 file, named “Application.”  

ii.  Budget Files.  

Budget File.   Applicants must complete a budget form, DOE F 4620.1, for each year of support requested and a cumulative budget for the total project period.  You may request funds under any of the categories listed as long as the item and amount are necessary to perform the proposed work and are not precluded by the cost principles or program funding restrictions (See Section IV. 5).  Save these budget forms in a single Word 10 or Word 2003 file, named “Budget.”
· Budget Justification File.  Justify proposed direct labor, travel, consultants, large subawards, large or unique “other direct costs,” equipment, etc.   For subawards, identify organization name, description of the scope of work, name of the project leader, and estimated total costs.  The contracting officer may request a more detailed budget for a particular subaward, if your application is selected.  Provide an explanation of the source, nature, amount and availability of any proposed cost sharing.  Save this information in a Word 10 or Word 2003 file, named “Budget Justification.”   

The cost proposal must include a summary breakdown of all costs, and provide a detailed breakdown of costs on a task-by-task basis for each task contained in the project description. 

In order for DOE to compare applicants’ cost proposals, applicants’ cost estimates should be based on the following assumptions; a detailed breakdown of these costs is requested:
· This will be a 5-year nationwide program that will collect work histories and provide all of the medical procedures that are indicated in the attached medical protocol (See Attachment 1) to at least 2,000 participants during the first year of the program. 
· These services will be scaled up to serve 10,000 participants per year during each of the subsequent years of the program.
· Approximately 5% of program participants will be presumed to reside more than 150 miles away from the nearest available Former Worker Program-associated medical provider and will require logistical and financial assistance with transportation and a night of lodging in order to facilitate their participation in the program.
Please note that DOE does not expect that every program participant will actually require every component of this evaluation or that 5% of participants will require transportation and lodging; however, these assumptions will enable cross-comparison of budgetary projections across submissions. After the start-up phase of the program, annual costs are expected to correlate to a reasonable extent with the numbers of participants who are served by the program. In addition, all costs to identify and recruit these 2,000-10,000 participants as well as costs for the infrastructure and management of the program should be detailed as part of the cost proposal.  DOE encourages applicants to demonstrate how they intend to manage costs during all phases of the program and how they will take advantage of perceived economies of scale (e.g., in laboratory and radiology facility costs) when and where larger volumes of work provide that opportunity.

iii. Project Narrative File.   

The project narrative file must be formatted to separately address each of the sections listed below.  Each section must not exceed the specified page limitation, if any, when printed using standard 8.5” by 11” paper with 1 inch margins (top, bottom, left, and right).   The type must be legible and not smaller than 11 point.  Evaluators will review only the number of pages specified.   

Unnecessarily elaborate applications are not desired.  Elaborate art work, graphics and pictures will increase the document file size.  If the project narrative file size is over 5MB, we request that you use a “Zip” file compression software, such as WinZip software, to reduce the time needed to download the file.

Save all of the project component information in a single Word 10 or Word 2003 file, named “Project Narrative.”

Project Narrative.  This section should provide a clear description of the work to be undertaken and how you plan to accomplish it.  It must be formatted to address each of the merit review criterion and sub-criterion listed in Section V B.  Provide sufficient information so that the reviewers will be able to evaluate the application in accordance with the merit review criteria.  DOE WILL EVALUATE AND CONSIDER ONLY THOSE APPLICATIONS THAT ADDRESS SEPARATELY EACH OF THE MERIT REVIEW CRITERIA AND SUB-CRITERIA.  
The project narrative section must not exceed 50 pages.  Graphics and visual material, including charts, graphs, maps, photographs, and other pictorial presentations, will not be counted in the page limitation for this section. 

Special instructions for applications that contain graphics and visual material.  All graphics and visual material should be referenced in the project narrative text, converted to pdf files (such as Adobe Acrobat Portable Document Files), and included as a separate attachment, named “Graphics Attachment.”  

Roles of Participants:  For multi-organizational or multi-investigator projects, describe the roles and the work to be performed by each participant/investigator, business agreements between the primary applicant and each additional participant, and how the various efforts will be integrated and managed.  

Project Activities and Schedule:  This section should identify the activities/tasks to be performed and provide a time for the accomplishment of the activities/tasks and the expected dates for the release of outcomes.  This section should identify any decision points and go/no-go decision criteria.  Successful applicants must use this project schedule to report progress.  
Evaluation Phase:  This section must include a plan and metrics to be used to assess the success of the project.  

Facilities and Other Resources.  Identify the facilities (e.g., office, laboratory, computer, etc.) to be used at each performance site listed and, if appropriate, indicate their capacities, pertinent capabilities, relative proximity and extent of availability to the project.  Describe only those resources that are directly applicable to the proposed work.   Provide any information describing the other resources available to the project.  Identify support services such as consultant, secretarial, etc., and the extent to which they will be available for the project.  Include an explanation of any consortium/contractual arrangements with other organizations.  

Equipment.  List important items of equipment already available for this project and, if appropriate, note the location and pertinent capabilities of each.  If you are proposing to acquire equipment, describe comparable equipment, if any, already at your organization and explain why it cannot be used.  

Bibliography and References, if applicable.  Provide a bibliography for any references cited in the Project Narrative section.  This section must include only bibliographic citations.

iv. Attachment Files.   

Applicants must submit the following additional files with their application.  
Certifications/Assurances.  
Applicants must complete the DOE certification/assurance information. Save this information in a single Word 10 or Word 2003 file named “Certification/Assurance.”   This will not be included in the 50-page proposal limit.
Biographical Sketches.  
Provide a biographical sketch for the proposed project director/principal investigator, co-project directors/principal investigators, and other essential program personnel.  Save this information in a single Word 10 or Word 2003 file, named “Bio Attachment”. This will not be included in the 50-page proposal limit.  The biographical information should not exceed five pages for each person and must include the following information:
Education. Undergraduate, graduate and postdoctoral training, identify institution, major/area, degree and year.

Positions:  Beginning with the current position, list in reverse chronological order professional/academic positions with a brief description of work requirements for each position.

Publications.  A list of up to 20 publications most closely related to the proposed project.  For each publication, identify the names of all authors (in the same sequence in which they appear in the publication), the article title, book or journal title, volume number, page numbers, year of publication, and website address if available electronically.  

Synergistic Activities.  A list of no more than five professional and scholarly activities related to the effort proposed.

3.  Submission Dates and Times.   

A. Pre-application 

See Section III.2.3
B.   Application Due Date
Applications and amendments of applications must be received by June 30, 2004, not later than 8:00 PM Eastern Time.  You are encouraged to transmit your application well before the deadline.  APPLICATIONS, INCLUDING ALL APPLICATION FILES, RECEIVED AFTER THE DEADLINE, AS DEMONSTRATED BY THE IIPS DATE/TIME STAMP, WILL NOT BE REVIEWED OR CONSIDERED FOR AWARD.  

4.  Intergovernmental Review.   

 
This program is not subject to Executive Order 12372 – Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs.   


Funding Restrictions.   
Cost Principles.  Costs must be allowable in accordance with the applicable cost principles referenced in 10 CFR part 600. 

Pre-award Costs.  Recipients may charge to an award resulting from this announcement pre-award costs that were incurred within the ninety (90) calendar day period immediately preceding the effective date of the award, if the costs are necessary for the conduct of the project activities and are otherwise allowable in accordance with the applicable cost principles and the terms and conditions of the award.   Recipients must obtain the prior approval of the contracting officer for any pre-award costs that are for periods greater than this 90-day calendar period.
Pre-award costs are incurred at the applicant’s risk.  DOE is under no obligation to reimburse such costs if for any reason the applicant does not receive an award or if the award is made for a lesser amount than the applicant expected.

Foreign Travel.  Costs for foreign travel are not allowable under an award made as a result of this announcement.  

5.  Other Submission Requirements
Electronic Submission.  Applications must be submitted through the DOE Industry Interactive Procurement System (IIPS) at http://e-center.doe.gov.  Instructions on how to submit an application or an application amendment and how to register, submit questions, and view questions and answers are located on the web site at http://e-center.doe.gov, click on the Help button. 
Prepare all the required files in accordance with the instructions in this announcement prior to starting the transmission process.  Submit the entire application package in one IIPS session (i.e., do not logoff before all the files are submitted).  

When you are ready to submit your application, go to http://e-center.doe.gov and complete the IIPS cover page.  Enter the project title and the principal investigator/project director, if any, in the “Subject” block.  Then attach each file in the corresponding block in accordance with the IIPS guidance.  Follow the instructions for submitting the application.
If you have any problems accessing information or submitting your application, contact the Help Desk at 1 800-683-0751 and select option 1, or send an email to HelpDesk@pr.doe.gov.  ONLY APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED THROUGH IIPS WILL BE CONSIDERED FOR AWARD.

Electronic Signature.  Applications submitted through IIPS constitute submission of electronically signed applications.  The name of the authorized organizational representative (i.e., the administrative official, who, on behalf of the proposing organization, is authorized to make certifications and assurances or to commit the applicant to the conduct of a project) must be typed in the signature block on the form to be accepted as an electronic signature.  Do not submit a scanned copy of the signed document. 

IIPS Registration.  In order to submit an application, you must be authorized by the applicant (i.e., institution or business entity) to submit an application on its behalf and you must register in IIPS.  You are encouraged to register as soon as possible.  You only have to register once to apply for any DOE award.  To register go to http://e-center.gov and follow the registration instructions.

V.  Application Review Information.  
1.  Criteria 
A. Initial Review Criteria.  

Prior to a comprehensive merit evaluation, DOE will perform an initial review to determine that (1) the applicant is eligible for an award; (2) the information required by the announcement has been submitted; (3) all mandatory requirements are satisfied; and (4) the proposed project is responsive to the objectives of the funding opportunity announcement.

B.  Merit Review Criteria.   

   DOE will evaluate applications based upon the following criteria in descending order of importance:  

1. Reasonableness of proposed approach;
2. Competency of medical and administrative personnel; 

3. Adequacy of proposed resources; and  

4. Reasonableness and appropriateness of the proposed budget.

2.  Review and Selection Process.   

A.   Merit Review.  
Applications that pass the initial review will be subjected to a merit review in accordance with the guidance provided in the ”Department of Energy Merit Review Guide for Financial Assistance and Unsolicited Proposals”.   This guide is available at http://professionals.pr.doe.gov/ma5/ma-5web.nsf/
Open under Financial Assistance, Regulations and Guidance.
B. Selection.  

The Selection Official will consider the merit review recommendation, program policy factors, and the amount of funds available.  

C. Discussions and Award.  

The Government may enter into discussions with a selected applicant for any reason deemed necessary, including but not limited to: (1) the budget is not appropriate or reasonable for the requirement; (2) only a portion of the application is selected for award; (3) the Government needs additional information to determine that the recipient is capable of complying with the requirements in 10 CFR 600; and/or (4) special terms and conditions are required.  Failure to resolve satisfactorily the issues identified by the Government will preclude award to the applicant.  


3.  Anticipated Announcement and Award Dates.   


DOE anticipates notifying the applicant selected for award by { Example: the end of June} and making the award by { Example: the end of August 2004 }   
VI.  Award Administration Information.  

1.  Award Notices.  
A. Notice of Selection.  

DOE will notify the applicant selected for award.  This notice of selection is not an authorization to begin performance.  (See Section IV.5 with respect to the allowability of pre-award costs.)

Organizations whose applications have not been selected will be advised as promptly as possible.  

B. Notice of Award.   

A Notice of Financial Assistance Award issued by the contracting officer is the authorizing award document.  It includes, either as an attachment or by reference: (1) a budget that indicates the amounts, by categories of expenses, on which the agency has based its support; (2) the application; (3) applicable program regulations, if any; (4) special terms and conditions; (5) DOE assistance regulations at 10 CFR part 600, or, for Federal Demonstration Partnership (FDP) institutions, the FDP terms and conditions; and (6) a reporting checklist, which identifies the reporting requirements.  

2.   Administrative and National Policy Requirements.   
A.   Administrative and National Policy Requirements.  

The administrative requirements and national policy requirements (e.g., “generally applicable requirements”) for DOE grants and cooperative agreements are contained in 10 CFR Part 600, except for grants made to Federal Demonstration Partnership (FDP) institutions.  The FDP terms and conditions and DOE FDP agency specific terms and conditions are located on the National Science Foundation web site at www.nsf.gov.   “Generally applicable requirements” are defined in 10 CFR 600.12.

B.  Special Terms and Conditions.   
Lobbying Restrictions   
The recipient agrees that none of the funds obligated on this award shall be expended, directly or indirectly, to influence congressional action on any legislation or appropriation matters pending before Congress, other than to communicate to Members of Congress as described in 18 U.S.C. 1913.  This restriction is in addition to those prescribed elsewhere in statute and regulation.
Buy American Act
NOTICE REGARDING THE PURCHASE OF AMERICAN-MADE EQUIPMENT AND PRODUCTS -- SENSE OF CONGRESS

It is the sense of the Congress that, to the greatest extent practicable, all equipment and products purchased with funds made available under this award should be American-made.

Reporting
Failure to comply with the reporting requirements contained in this award will be considered a material noncompliance with the terms of the award.  Noncompliance may result in withholding of future payments, suspension or termination of the current award, and withholding of future awards.  A willful failure to perform, a history of failure to perform, or of unsatisfactory performance of this and/or other financial assistance awards, may also result in a debarment action to preclude future awards by Federal agencies.

Environmental, Safety, and Health  

The recipient must comply with applicable federal, state, and local environmental, safety, and health laws and regulations for work performed under this award.

Notice Regarding Unallowable Costs and Lobbying Activities   

The recipient should carefully review the allowable cost and other provisions applicable to expenditures under this award.  If funds are spent for purposes or in amounts inconsistent with the allowable cost or any other provisions governing expenditures, DOE may pursue a number of remedies, including in appropriate circumstances, recovery of such funds, termination of the award, suspension or debarment, and criminal prosecution for false statements.

Particular care should be taken to comply with all statues and regulations prohibiting the expenditure for funds for lobbying and related activities.  Financial assistance awards may be used to describe and promote the understanding of scientific and technical aspects of specific energy technologies, but not to encourage or support political activities such as the collection and dissemination of information related to potential, planned or pending legislation.
Statement of Substantial Involvement

In order for DOE to utilize a cooperative agreement for this medical evaluation project, there must be substantial involvement between DOE and any awardee. 
DOE established the core tasks for this project and prepared this Announcement. DOE will conduct the selection and award process, which may include evaluations by persons outside of the Federal government.  
DOE will provide, when available, previously conducted needs assessments and/or site profiles (containing information on site activities, job descriptions, and hazards found or suspected), and mailing lists for each site to be served.

DOE will establish requirements and controls for data collection and handling. DOE will consult with the Project Director and coordinate meetings and conference calls. 

In addition to helping former workers identify potential health issues, information gained from these projects will contribute to DOE's ongoing efforts to improve health and safety programs for current workers.


       3.  Reporting.   
Reporting Requirements. 
Reporting requirements are identified on the Federal Assistance Reporting Checklist, DOE F 4600.2, which will be attached to the award agreement.  

Special Reporting Requirements for Cooperative Agreements.  

The special reporting requirements for cooperative agreements will be incorporated in the cooperative agreement awarded under this announcement.  

VII. Agency Contact(s) 
Questions regarding the content of the announcement should be submitted through the “Submit Question” feature of the DOE Industry Interactive Procurement System (IIPS) at http:/e-center.doe.gov.  Locate the solicitation on IIPS and then click on the “Submit Question” button at the top.  Enter required information.  You will receive an electronic notification that your question has been answered.  DOE will try to respond to a question within 3 days, unless a similar question and answer have already been posted on the website. 

Responses to questions may be viewed through the “View Questions” feature, button at the top of the page.  If no questions have been answered, a statement to that effect will appear at the top of the page. You should periodically check “View Questions” for new questions and answers.  

Questions regarding how to submit questions or view responses can be e-mailed to the IIPS HELP Desk at helpdesk@pr.doe.gov or by calling 1 (800) 683-0751.

Questions regarding this announcement should be directed to the Contract Specialist:
Ron Barnes (EH-71)



U.S. Department of Energy,



1000 Independence Avenue, S.W.



Washington, D.C. 20585-0270



Telephone: (301) 903-1244 



E-mail:  ron.barnes@eh.doe.gov
VIII.  Other Information    
1.  Modifications.   

Notices of any modifications to this announcement will be posted on the DOE Industry Interactive Procurement System (IIPS).  


If you register in IIPS, you may join this solicitation mailing list to receive an email when a modification or an announcement message is posted.  To view modifications and announcement messages, locate the announcement on IIPS and click on the yellow folder next to the announcement number or follow the directions for “Locate Solicitation.” 

2.  Government Right to Reject or Negotiate.  
DOE reserves the right, without qualification, to reject any or all applications received in response to this announcement and to select any application, in whole or in part, as a basis for negotiation and/or award.

3.   Commitment of Public Funds.  
The Contracting Officer is the only individual who can make awards or commit the Government to the expenditure of public funds.   A commitment by other than the Contracting Officer, either explicit or implied, is invalid. 

4.  Proprietary Application Information.  

An application may include data, including trade secrets and/or privileged or confidential commercial or financial information which the applicant does not want disclosed to the public or used for any purpose other than evaluation of the application (See 10 CFR 600.15).  The use and disclosure of such data may be restricted, provided the applicant marks the cover sheet of the application with the following legend and specifies the pages of the application which are to be restricted:

“The data contained in pages _____of this application have been submitted in confidence and contain trade secrets or proprietary information, and such data shall be used or disclosed only for evaluation purposes, provided that if this applicant receives an award as a result of or in connection with the submission of this application, DOE shall have the right to use or disclose the data herein to the extent provided in the award.  This restriction does not limit the government’s right to use or disclose data obtained without restriction from any source, including the applicant.”

To protect such data, each line or paragraph on the pages containing such data must be specifically identified and marked with a legend similar to the following:

“Use or disclosure of the data set forth above is subject to the restriction on the cover page of this application.”

5. Notice Regarding Eligibility of Organizations Described in Section 501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code.   

Applicant organizations that are described in section 501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and that have engaged in any lobbying activities after December 31, 1995 are not eligible for an award.  As set forth in section 3 of the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995, as amended, (2 U.S.C. 1602), lobbying activities are defined broadly to include, among other things, contacts on behalf of an organization with specified employees of the Executive Branch and Congress with regard to Federal legislative, regulatory, and program administrative matters.
6.   Evaluation by Non-Federal Reviewers.  

In conducting the merit review evaluation, the Government may use qualified non‑Federal personnel (e.g., DOE management and operating contractors, universities personnel, or other scientific/technical experts) as reviewers or advisors. The applicant, by submitting its application, consents to the use of non-Federal reviewers.  Non-Federal reviewers will be required to sign a Conflict-of-Interest/Non-Disclosure Certificate prior to reviewing any application.

7. Participation by Federally Funded Research and Development Center                         Contractors
Federally Funded Research and Development Center (FFRDC) contractors are not eligible for an award under this announcement, but they may be proposed as a team member subject to the following guidelines:

Authorization for non-DOE FFRDCs.  The Federal agency sponsoring the FFRDC must authorize in writing the use of the FFRDC contractor on the proposed project and this authorization must be submitted with the application.  The use of a FFRDC contractor must be consistent with the contractor’s authority under its award and must not place the FFRDC in direct competition with the domestic private sector.

Authorization for DOE FFRDCs.  The cognizant contracting officer must authorize in writing the use of a DOE FFRDC contractor on the proposed project and this authorization must be submitted with the application.  The following wording is acceptable for this authorization.

“Authorization is granted for the _____________ [Laboratory/Facility] to participate in the proposed project.  The work proposed for the laboratory is consistent with or complimentary to the missions of the laboratory, will not adversely impact execution of the DOE assigned programs at the laboratory, and will not place the laboratory in direct competition with the domestic private sector.”  

Value/Funding. The value of and funding for the FFRDC portion of the work will not normally be included in the award to a successful applicant.  Usually, DOE will fund a DOE FFRDC contractor through the DOE field work proposal system and other FFRDC entities through an interagency agreement with the sponsoring agency.

Cost Share.  The applicant’s cost share requirement will be based on the total cost of the project, including the applicant’s and the FFRDC contractor’s portions of the effort.

FFRDC Contractor Effort:   
The scope of work to be performed by the FFRDC may not be more significant than the scope of work to be performed by the applicant.

Responsibility.  The applicant, if successful, will be the responsible authority regarding the settlement and satisfaction of all contractual and administrative issues, including but not limited to disputes and claims, arising out of any agreement between the applicant and the FFRDC contractor.
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