Questions which have bee submitted anonymously to the Golden Field Office.  Please view the questions and the answers.

Question: Where is the power plant boundary? 

 Answer: 

The plant boundary is defined in terms of a perimeter drawn around certain plant components on a process schematic diagram.  In general terms, it includes the components associated with all processes beginning with the introduction of geothermal heat into the energy conversion cycle and ending with the shaft work output of the turbine gearbox and the rejection of waste heat to a heat sink such as the ambient environment, a bottoming cycle or a downstream application. 
The boundary of a binary plant is drawn at the geothermal fluid inlet to the highest temperature brine-working fluid heat exchanger,  the geothermal fluid outlet of the lowest temperature brine-working fluid heat exchanger, the shaft between the turbine gearbox and the generator, the exhaust of any provisions for venting of miscellaneous constituents of the working fluid, and the interface between the cooling tower or air-cooled condenser and the heat sink. The plant thus includes all of the working fluid system components and the plant's heat rejection system.
The boundary of a dry steam or flashed steam plant is drawn at the geothermal fluid inlet to the highest pressure separator,  the liquid outlet of the lowest pressure separator,  the shaft between the turbine gearbox and the generator, the exhaust of any systems for removal of non-condensible gases,  and the interface between the cooling tower and the heat sink. The plant thus includes all steam components and the plant's heat rejection system.
 

 Question:  Who are the reviewers? 

  Answer: The reviewers identities are kept confidential. 

   

Question: Can an applicant submit more than one application? 

 Answer: 
Yes, an applicant can submit as many applications as he/she wishes.  
  

  

Question: Can DOE make an award under this solicitation during the Continuing Resolution?  
 Answer: 

DOE is not planning to make an award while  the Geothermal Technologies Program is operating under incremental funding provided by a "continuing appropriation of programmatic funds for fiscal year 2005" rather than an appropriation covering the entire fiscal year. 
   

Question: Do you have funds secured for this action? 

Answer: 

DOE anticipates that there will be funding sufficient for up to $3 million in financial assistance agreements by the time of actual award; however, the total amount of all awards obviously depends on many factors including the fiscal year 2005 appropriation for the Geothermal Technologies Program.
 Question: Do you wish to apply FY05 funds for any awards? 

 Answer:  
DOE anticipates that there will be funding sufficient for up to $3 million in financial assistance agreements by the time of actual award; however, the total amount of all awards obviously depends on many factors including the fiscal year 2005 appropriation for the Geothermal Technologies Program.
Question:  Should DOE accept an application from a company that has rights to the technology but does not own the geothermal resources?
  Answer: 

 

An application from a company that has rights to the technology but does not own the geothermal resources is eligible for consideration, but it must propose to secure the following items as part of its Phase I project activities :

·       Documentation of rights to use geothermal resources 
·       Geologic/geothermal reservoir model of proposed site 
·       Reports, plans, permits, licenses, and other items required by governmental regulatory agencies for the performance of this work, the agency whose requirement the item fulfills, and the actual or projected submittal and agency approval dates shall be identified

·       Geothermal well flow test reports, including flow rate and pressures from down-hole measurements in the producing zone and at the surface 

·       Evidence of geothermal resource assessment report 
·       Land Ownership and land lease Geological Information System (GIS) maps and documentations, with locations of geothermal production and injection wells indicated thereon

·       Legal and financial agreements with lenders and lease holders   
Adequacy and appropriateness of documentation of right to use proposed geothermal resources is included  as a factor among the scored merit review criteria  that will be used to evaluate and select applications for negotiation of financial assistance awards.

