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Legislation: 
Biomass activities are authorized under the Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Technology Competitiveness Act of 1989, P.L. 101-218; the Energy Policy Act of 1992, P.L. 102-486, Title XII; and the Biomass Research and Development Act of 2000, P.L. 106-224, Title III.

ESTIMATED FUNDS AVAILABLE:  $500,000

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF PROJECTS:  6 to 10 ($50,000 to $75,000 in Federal funds per project)

FUNDING CEILINGS/EXPECTED RANGE OF FUNDING:  The Federal share of the cost of a project shall not exceed $80,000.
COST SHARE:  At least a 25% non-Federal cost share is required with respect to the total project cost, and a higher percentage is encouraged.  For example, where the total cost of the project is $80,000, the Federal share would not exceed $60,000, and the grantee’s cost share would be at least $20,000.

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES:  The Biomass Program is seeking State and local partners to help develop markets for biomass-based technologies.  The EERE Office of The Biomass Program sponsors Research and Development grants, financial assistance agreements, and technical assistance programs to reduce or eliminate U.S. reliance on foreign oil imports and to support development of technologies and markets that contribute to the economic viability of bio-refineries.  Bio-refineries are private industry institutions that produce a combination of fuel, power, and other valuable products from biologically based feed stocks.   In order to achieve significant market penetration of biomass technologies and bio-based products, a variety of market conditioning efforts are needed at the local, state, and regional levels of government.  These include: development and implementation of innovative State and local incentives; collaborations with biologically based product manufacturers and other bio-based industry to increase consumer acceptance of biologically based products including fuel and electricity; and demonstration initiatives that will increase support from farmers and industry.
It is important that success can be measured as a result of the Federal government’s investment in these special State Energy Program projects.  Measurable results should be included in all proposals.  Typical proposals should answer success measurement questions like:  How many million barrels of foreign oil imports will be displaced if the proposed project is implemented?  How many State and local Rebuild America and Clean Cities Partners will be using biologically based technologies and products as a result of the proposed project?  How many Weatherization Assistance clients will have biologically based products used in the weatherization of their homes?  How many new Building America homes or Zero Energy Homes will be built incorporating biologically based technologies and products?  How many existing rural utility cooperatives, forest products companies, and agricultural related industries will adopt technologies, use products, or provide customer incentives that will support development of bio-refineries?  
PROJECTS REQUESTED/AREAS OF INTEREST:  In the context of market conditioning to affect an increase in market penetration of biomass technologies and products that will help achieve government objectives, cost-shared proposals are sought under two broad categories: 

1.  Outreach and information transfer to consumers, producers, and industry.  


Examples of projects in this category would include but are not limited to:  



a.  Workshops with producers to address issues relevant to harvesting, storing, and handling cellulosic crop residues for use in producing bio-based fuels, power, and products; 


b.  Workshops designed to inform producers, consumers, industry partners, and electric utility providers on emerging bio-based technologies and related products and markets, business models for farmer participation, and feedstock supply brokering or co-operative ownership of conversion facilities;


c.  Workshops designed to involve industry and their customers in exploring opportunities to incorporate bio-refinery concepts and bio-based technologies into their marketing incentives, research and development plans, and business plans.  This information transfer would lead to integrated production of fuels and bio-products that would lead to benefits from co-producing multiple products similar to the business plan of petroleum refining where both fuels and chemicals are produced.


d.  Development and implementation of media campaigns and educational curriculum materials on biomass-based technologies and products suitable for use in middle schools, high schools, universities, and the general public. This would address the multidisciplinary benefits of bioenergy, biologically based fuels, and bio-based products.

2.  Development of innovative state or local incentives that will facilitate increased market development for bio-based power, fuels, and other valuable products. 

Examples of category 2 projects include:


a.  Development of incentive programs to foster the procurement of biofuels and bio-based products by State or local government agencies to foster increased purchases of biofuels and various commodity products derived from biomass sources including cleaning solvents, hydraulic fluid, lubricants, insulation, roofing material,  mulch, soil conditioner, gasoline/ethanol blends, bio-diesel blends, biomass electricity, printing ink, and other products that help make bio-refineries more economically competitive.  


b.  Development of state or local tax incentives, credits, or payments for stimulating economic development through the use of crop residue harvesting/utilization, or for addressing or overcoming barriers to the use of biomass as a renewable fuel or power supply option.  

EVALUATION CRITERIA:
1. Probability that the project’s proposed success will be measurable following project implementation.  What is the probability that success as specifically defined by the proposal will be measurable?  (20 points)

 Is the proposed project relevant to decreasing U.S. reliance on foreign oil imports?  Will the project support development of bio-refineries? 
2. Qualifications and resources of the project team (education and experience relative to proposal and resources available to perform work.  (20 points)
3.  Diversity of project partnerships (e.g., state government agency partners, educational institutions, private industry partners, private utility partners, other Federal agency partners, Rebuild America partnerships, Weatherization Assistance Program partners, Building America partners, Clean Cities partnerships, Zero Energy Homes partners, and others) as evidenced by letters of cooperation attached to proposal.  (20 points)
4. Projected market conditioning benefits other than the measurable successes listed under Criteria 1.  This includes but is not limited to environmental benefits, expanded employment opportunities, rural development benefits, and energy efficiency benefits as a result of the project if implemented.  (20 points)
5. Cost-share and cash contribution.  The amount and quality of non-federal cost-sharing can be more than the required 25%.  The proposed project must contribute one dollar of every four dollars in total project costs.  Financial investment above the 25% minimum and active participation from other coalition stakeholders and partners are strongly encouraged.  (20 points)
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:  None

