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	Department of Energy

Washington, DC  20585


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 




DE-RP01-04IM00054

You are invited to submit a proposal to the United States Department of Energy (DOE), Office of the Chief Information Officer (OCIO), to provide a wide range of Information Technology (IT) support services for approximately 18 DOE field sites nationwide, including the Washington DC metropolitan area. The initial announcement of this requirement was made at the GSA FedBizOps internet site under this Request For Proposals (RFP) number in July 2003. This is an OMB Circular A-76 acquisition and is currently performed by approximately 172 Federal employees and approximately 1,000 current contractor employees. Therefore approximately 1,200 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) positions are involved. The acquisition will be conducted in accordance with Federal Acquisition Regulations (FAR) Part 15 procedures, and is Unrestricted. For subcontracting purposes, the applicable NAICS Code is 541519, Other Computer Related Services, Size Standard $21,000,000.00.

This cover letter is a summary of the salient elements of the acquisition, but is not an integral part of the enclosed RFP.  For order of precedence purposes, the solicitation, including the Performance Work Statement and its attached Technical Exhibits, governs and this cover letter has no standing, as it is merely a summary of the requirement rather than a part of it. In addition, you are cautioned that the only personnel you may contact prior to contract award is the designated DOE point of contact listed in Block 10 of the SF33, Solicitation/Offer and Award.

The four major IT functional areas involved are IT Management, Systems Development and Engineering, Operations Support and Cyber Security. The requirement is performance-based and Service Delivery Model solutions are encouraged. This Model places total responsibility on the service provider for all component services and products needed to meet the customer's requirements. The customer then comes to the single service provider and selects from a menu of services that best meet their needs. All services provided are governed by a Service Level Agreement between the service provider and the customer that stipulates service quality measures, pricing, and customer recourse for less than satisfactory performance.

The period of performance of the proposed contract includes a two-year base period, three one-year option periods and four six-month award term option periods. It is mandatory that all proposals include the entire requirement and performance period. Proposals for less than the total requirement, or alternate proposals, are not desired and will be rejected.

Award of a single Time & Materials Indefinite Delivery/Indefinite Quantity (IDIQ) master contract is contemplated, with all actual effort to be awarded via task orders against the master contract. The ordering procedures allow for issuance of tasks on a time and material, firm-fixed price or fixed price incentive fee basis. This arrangement is intended to permit maximum flexibility in ordering services to meet the agency’s needs. Sections A through J 

of the RFP represent the draft contract and will be the basis for the contractual relationship between DOE and the selected Offeror in accordance with the Uniform Contract Format at FAR Part 15.204-1. In the event that the Agency Tender Offer or other public agency offer is selected, a Letter of Obligation (LOO) will be executed in place of a standard contract. A model LOO is provided in Section J of the RFP.

Potential offerors are advised that this solicitation also includes extensive security requirements, addressed in several Section I clauses. Potential offerors should also take note of the Section I clause "Organizational Conflicts of Interest,” DEAR 952.209-72."  Award of the contract will be subject to the Organizational Conflicts of Interest (OCI) provisions and the information disclosed by the selected offeror in accordance with the disclosure requirements of the Section K clause “Organizational Conflicts of Interest—Disclosure.” There are also extensive data rights provisions in Section I. All personnel assigned to this effort must be U.S. citizens since access to DOE facilities is required. A Foreign Ownership and Control (FOCI) determination will be required of the successful offeror. 

In accordance with the Section I clause ‘Facility Clearance” and DOE Order 470.1 (9-28-95), the offeror shall demonstrate and provide evidence that it currently possesses a Facility Clearance provided in writing by the DOE Office of Safeguards and Security in accordance with Chapter V of the Order. If the offeror does not possess this clearance, it shall demonstrate its ability to obtain the clearance in accordance with the approval requirements, pp.V-3 through V-8 of the Order. Offerors are advised that the Facility Clearance requirements will be a matter of the responsibility determination pursuant to Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Part 9.1, particularly 9.104(f)-(g) and 9.104-3(a). Failure to comply with this requirement may result in a determination of non-responsibility by the Contracting Officer, resulting in exclusion of eligibility for award. 

Key Personnel requirements are not included but Key Personnel may be proposed. The offeror should indicate in its technical proposal which positions proposed should be considered Key, based on its technical approach to the requirement, and submit the required information on individuals designated for these positions. For personnel designated by the offeror as Key, the offeror is required to provide letters of commitment that result in an exclusive employee/employer relationship. Sample task and subtask requirement are included in the solicitation, and its review will be a part of the Government’s evaluation process. Government Furnished Property and/or workspace may be made available for the performance of specific task orders and may be furnished ‘as is.’ 
Award will be made on a Best Value to the Government basis. The Department strongly encourages maximum usage of Small/Disadvantaged Business and the offeror must address its approach to subcontracting/ teaming in the technical proposal. A page limit of 200 pages applies to the technical portion of the quotation, excluding any table of contents, glossary and title page but including resumes for any key personnel proposed. There is no formal price/cost proposal page limit. Past performance information will be submitted as part of the technical proposal but is also not included in the page limitation. These three parts of the proposal shall be submitted as separate documents, although they have the same due date/time. 

Please be advised that, pursuant to the Section L clause “IIPS Proposal Instructions—General,”  the Government reserves the right to evaluate proposals and award a contract without discussions, although at the Section L clause “Discussions with Offerors” it reserves the right to conduct discussions. Therefore each offer should contain the Offeror’s best terms from a cost or price and technical standpoint. Oral presentations are not required by this solicitation. 

Teaming or subcontracting is acceptable provided the proposal advises the Government of the need for this approach and what portions of the Performance Work Statement will be subcontracted/teamed and by which partner. Fully burdened rate(s) applicable to the proposed subcontractor/team partner must also be included in the pricing portion of the proposal, as well as details of the Service Provider’s indirect cost burden to subcontracted effort. The offeror shall provide both On-Site and Off-Site fully burdened fixed hourly rates for all proposed labor categories. However, the proposed price shall be developed using On (DOE) site rates (Washington DC metropolitan area) only. 
The entire solicitation is available for downloading from the Internet via the "DOE Industry Interactive Procurement System (IIPS)", located at Internet address: http://e-center.doe.gov/. To review the solicitation, follow the Business Opportunities Link from the IIPS home page.  Instructions on how to submit your proposal electronically can be found in the help document, which is located at http://doe-iips.pr.doe.gov/.  For technical assistance, offerors should call 1-(800) 683-0751. Since DOE cannot track who downloads documentation, there will be no bidders’ mailing list available for this solicitation. All participating offerors are solely responsible for all bid and proposal costs.

Following solicitation release, the DOE will hold a pre-proposal conference, or Industry Day, at the auditorium at its Germantown MD facility, which is approximately 30 miles northwest of Washington DC off Interstate 270, on September 1, 2004; details are attached to this cover letter. This is a secure location, and all vehicles are subject to inspection by the guard staff. All attendees are required to pre-register as specified in the attached instructions, no later than close of business, August 26, 2004. A maximum of five individuals for each offeror team may attend, and all attendees must identify the firm whose proposal they will support. Attendees must be pre-registered to be admitted to the facility. Potential offerors electing to submit a proposal must advise the Contract Specialist of their intent to propose via e-mail no later than November 2, 2004 in accordance with the Section L. clause, “IIPS Intention to Propose”.

Since publication of the full PWS Exhibit package there have been additional revisions to both the PWS and some of its Technical Exhibits (TE’s) due to requirements changes. The TEs with the starting designation of ‘3’ have been renumbered. The ‘Historical Workload Estimates’ TE (now 3-1) and the ‘Government Furnished Equipment’ TE (6-2) have been revised. The former revised the Federal workload for NNSA HQ, Albuquerque, Nevada, and OSTI (at Oak Ridge); the latter only for NNSA HQ and Albuquerque.

Questions regarding this solicitation, the Performance Work Statement and its support documentation may be submitted to the Contract Specialist, Mr. Thornton, in writing by e-mail or via the IIPS question function. However, please note that questions received after November 2, 2004 may not be answered prior to the proposal due date of November 17, 2004. Offerors will have to base their proposals on the available information and include any planning assumptions they have made in the proposal.

Potential offerors are reminded that registration in the Central Contractor Registration (CCR) is mandatory for eligibility for contract awards after October 1, 2003, and that a DUNS (Dun & Bradstreet) number is required for CCR registration. The CCR website is http://www.ccr.gov/. 

Proposal(s) must be received through the Secured Services option at the IIPS web site no later than 12:00 Noon, Eastern Daylight Time (local Washington, D. C.) on November 17, 2004. Potential offerors are cautioned to carefully read clause L.6, ‘Instructions to Offerors—Competitive Acquisitin (JAN 2004) Alternate I, of this RFP concerning submission, modification, revision and withdrawal of proposals.  Late proposals will be rejected. Please prepare your proposal strictly in accordance with instructions set forth in the RFP. All materials must be readable in Microsoft Word, Excel or Adobe Acrobat PDF format files. However, use of Adobe Acrobat PDF files for price spreadsheets is not acceptable; see clause L.28. Pursuant to FAR 52.215-1(c)(3)(ii)(A)(1), potential offerors are advised that an electronic submission will be considered late if it is received after the time set forth in Block 10 of the SF33 and it was not received at the initial point of entry to DOE’s infrastructure not later than 5:00 PM one working day prior to the due date. The Contract Specialist for this effort is Mr. Patrick A. Thornton, who may be reached at (202) 287-1532. Your interest in the U. S. Department of Energy’s requirement is appreciated.

Lynnette A. Desorcie

Contracting Officer

Office of Headquarters Procurement Services

Attachment: 

PreProposal Conference Instruction Brochure

