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Presolicitation Notice

Proposal Disallowed Reason: This is a pre-solicitation notice.  The National Nuclear Security Administration will be issuing a solicitation on a Full and Open Competition basis for radiation detection monitors (RAD portals).  Interested parties should not submit a proposal in response to this Notice, but may submit a proposal after release of the solicitation on or about December 19, 2003.  In the event of any conflict between this Notice and the resulting Request for Proposals (RFP), the RFP shall take precedence.  Solicitation Number: TBD.  NOTE: all interested parties are hereby advised that should two or more small businesses successfully meet the performance requirements, this procurement will be set aside for small businesses.
Description: The Second Line of Defense (SLD) Program, which is overseen by the Office of International Materials Protection and Emergency Cooperation (NA-25), is establishing a mechanism that alerts border authorities and other interested parties if nuclear or other radiological materials are being illegally trafficked, so that immediate interdiction may occur.  In order to adequately address this threat, the SLD program requires radiation detection equipment capable of detecting Special Nuclear Material (SNM). 

Equipment Sought: The SLD program is seeking commercially available pedestrian, vehicle, and train radiation detection monitors capable of detecting Special Nuclear Material. Offerors must be capable of supplying each type of RAD monitor.  Offerors will be required to demonstrate the equipment is commercially available through the offeror’s standard business line. Minor geometric and/or configuration changes will be permitted.  The specifications for each monitor are attached to this notice.

Equipment Testing: Each offeror must submit one of each monitor type for performance testing and all three must meet the performance specification in order for the offeror to successfully complete the testing requirement. Each model submitted for testing must be complete and stand alone.  The transfer of parts from one model to another will not be allowed.  The failure of one or more monitors to meet the performance test will render the offeror ineligible for further competition.  Offerors who do not submit one pedestrian, one vehicle, and one train monitor will not have their equipment tested and will not be eligible for further evaluation.  Equipment will be performance tested at Los Alamos National Laboratory, (LANL) Los Alamos, New Mexico.  Offerors may, at their own expense, provide up to two representatives for the purpose of technical assistance in the set up, calibration, and removal of their equipment.  Offerors and their representatives will not be permitted to be present during actual testing.  Foreign nationals will not be permitted to enter the testing facility at any time.

Testing Costs:  There is no charge for testing.  Offerors are required to pay the costs of transporting their equipment to and from Los Alamos National Laboratory.  Should an offeror elect to send one or more representatives to assist in the set up, calibration and removal of offeror’s equipment, all costs associated with that participation are the responsibility of the offeror.

Small Business Initiative:  It will not be possible to determine if two or more small businesses are capable of providing the equipment required under the planned solicitation prior to performance testing the equipment.  Accordingly, small and large business will be invited to submit proposals.  However, all interested parties are hereby advised that should two or more small businesses successfully meet the performance requirements as determined by the testing at Los Alamos National Laboratory, this procurement will be set aside for small business.  Offerors whose equipment passed the performance test but were eliminated from competition as a result of a small business set aside determination, may request and receive certification that their equipment met the SLD standard.  

Proposal and Evaluation Process:  Proposals will be submitted and evaluated in three stages: (1) the business proposal; (2) technical evaluation (equipment performance testing); and (3) cost proposal.  Only those offerors who successfully complete each stage (except as noted under Small Business Initiative) will be invited to participate in the next stage.  In Stage 1, offerors will be invited to submit business proposals that describe/demonstrate the offerors’ experience in the manufacture and production of neutron and gamma (dual channel) radiation detection equipment, document that the offerors’ proposed equipment is of their commercially available product line (minor geometric or configuration changes excepted), and past performance information.  Offerors who successfully demonstrate adequate business experience (3 or more years in the production of dual channel radiation detection equipment), an appropriate commercially available product line, and satisfactory past performance will be invited to submit their equipment to LANL for performance testing. 


Stage 2 of the proposal and evaluation process, the technical evaluation, will consist solely of performance testing the equipment at Los Alamos National Laboratory.  Equipment must be delivered as instructed by the date specified in the solicitation (expected to on or about March 19 2004).  Failure to submit all three monitor types by the date specified in the solicitation will result in elimination from further consideration.  The government and Los Alamos National Laboratory will maintain control over the test schedule and will determine the date and order in which equipment is tested.  The government may elect to test the equipment of all small businesses before testing any large business offeror equipment in order to expedite the small business set aside determination. Offerors will be provided the testing schedule for their equipment at the conclusion of the Stage 1 evaluation in order for offeror’s representatives to assist in equipment set up prior to testing, if so desired.  Offeror representative participation is at offeror’s discretion and expense.

At the conclusion of testing, or when a small business set aside determination has been made, offerors whose equipment remains under consideration will be requested to enter Stage 3 of the proposal and evaluation process.  Offerors eliminated from competition as a result of a small business set aside determination may complete testing and receive certification as noted above.  Stage 3 consists of submission and evaluation of cost proposals and updated production capability statements.  Cost proposals will be due within 10 business days of offeror’s receipt of request for cost proposal.  The government may visit offeror’s facilities to verify production capability as part of the cost and production capability evaluation.  

Awards:  Award decisions will not be primarily based on price, and it will likely be necessary to conduct discussions with responding Offerors about their respective proposals.

Multiple awards may be made as a result of the solicitation and the value and number of radiation detection monitors (RAD Portals) ordered under each award will vary based on vendor capacity and program need.  Firm fixed price, indefinite delivery indefinite quantity (IDIQ) contracts are expected.  The government expects to procure a minimum of 5,000 radiation detection monitors as a result of this solicitation.  All awards will be subject to availability of funds.

Contracting Office Address

NNSA Service Center – Oakland

1301 Clay Street, 700N

Oakland, CA  94612

Email your questions to Aundra Richards, Contract Officer at aundra.Richards@oak.doe.gov
Requiring Activity: National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA).  

NAICS Code:  334519 

(510) 637-1900 (phone)            (510) 637-2004 (fax)

