Release Notes 3.3 & 3.4

Industry Interactive Procurement System (IIPS)
Numerous changes have occurred in the Industry Interactive Procurement System that affect all users.  Below is a list of the enhancements in the redesign of IIPS through the latest release, version 3.3, released March 1, 2004 and version 3.4, released June 28, 2004.  Items are categorized by version number and listed in no particular order.

Version 3.3

Duplicate solicitation number

When a Contracting Officer/Contract Specialist (CO/CS) creates a solicitation in either the Acquisitions or Financial Assistance database, IIPS will check to see if the solicitation number already exists between both databases.  If the exact number does exist, an error message is displayed and the CO/CS will be prompted to change the solicitation number.

Add Printer-Friendly Option to 'Answered Questions' Page
The Printer-Friendly option currently exists throughout IIPS, but did not appear when an answered question was displayed.  'Click here for a Printer Friendly version' has been added to the top of the page. The Question document will open in a new window without the navigation actions or the DOE seal.

Posting to FedGrants or FedBizOpps

In order to post a solicitation and all of its subsequent documents to FedGrants or FedBizOpps, the CO/CS must select “Yes” to Post to FedGrants/FedBizOpps when initially saving the solicitation.  Selecting “No” will prevent all postings to the 3rd party sites for the specific solicitation and cannot be changed by the CO/CS.  The “Post to FedGrants” field label has been replaced with “Auto-Post Announcement to Grants.gov Find site?”  The initial creation of a solicitation can no longer be treated as a draft document.  Instead, the Solicitation Document (e.g. “Create Accomp Doc” button) should be used for Synopsis Modifications or Solicitation Amendments and they can be posted to FedGrants or FedBizOpps provided the solicitation was initially saved to post to the particular site.  Once the announcement is saved in IIPS, the “Auto-Post Announcement…” field is not editable.

Revised FedGrants S2S Specifications - Jan '04 and Apr ‘04

To incorporate the new FedGrants data elements outlined in the Federal Register 

notice published on October 8, 2003, numerous fields have been added to the Financial Assistance form as well as re-ordered some existing fields on the page.

Grants.gov Integration - Receipt of New Applications

IIPS is currently under on-going development to interface with the Grants.gov e-Apply module in order to receive new applications posted at Grants.gov.  A new field now appears on the Financial Assistance form; it is labeled “Applications to be Received via Grants.gov Apply Site?”  Once a vendor uploads a completed application to an announcement posted at the Grants.gov e-Apply site, a copy of the application including attachments will be automatically transmitted to IIPS.  Vendors may then view their submissions at both e-Apply and in IIPS.  Vendors may continue to submit the applications via IIPS provided the option is selected by the CO/CS.  

Version 4.4

Passwords for Internal Users Only

Users who are a contracting officer, contract specialist, or evaluator are being notified in groups to update their passwords to meet the CIO Office’s security requirements.  Users who do not change their password within a specified time will have their access reduced.

Configure Password Quality Checks

Password quality checks have been added to new account registration, password change, and password reset features.  Users who register for the first time, change their password, or use the Reset Password feature, will be required to enter a password that meets certain criteria set by the DOE-CIO’s office.  Passwords must meet a minimum quality level of 8, must contain a minimum of 8 characters, and contain at least one special character and/or number.  A link to Password Guidance and password quality check has been added to the registration page and the change password page.

Configure Session-based authentication

Configure session-based authentication allows IIPS to track all users login/logout activities.  The system tracks information such as login date/time and displays to user the last time they logged in.  Users will be automatically logged out of the system after 90 minutes of inactivity.

Separate Test and Production Registration and Account Data

Changes are visible only to technical staff and IIPS administrative managers.  The registration database will be divided into production and test users so that logins for one area do not work in the other.  Users will be prompted upon login to identify or remind them of the site to which they have logged in.

Archive Date must occur after Applications Due Date

IIPS now performs a validation check on the Archive Date to ensure this date is later than the proposal/application due date.
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